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	Edwards defends efficient estate, all 28,000 square feet - 3/20/07

Democratic presidential candidate John Edwards on Tuesday defended the construction of a sprawling, 28,000-square-foot house in North Carolina, arguing that his home is a model of energy efficiency.

"The house was built from the beginning, both in its location for passive solar and the use of active solar, to help provide some of the energy for the house," Edwards said in an interview. "It doesn't provide all of the energy, but it provides some."

Sitting on 102 secluded acres, the 28,000-square-foot estate that Edwards and his family call home has a main house with five bedrooms and 6 1/2 baths. It's connected by a covered walkway to a bright red addition known as "The Barn," that includes its own living facilities along with a handball court, an indoor pool and an indoor basketball court with a stage at one end.

Edwards said he hired a design expert during construction to offer energy-efficiency options, and his family has taken efficiency to the smallest detail.

"Elizabeth, I saw her climb up, I literally saw her with piles of fluorescent light bulbs changing them out," Edwards said of his wife. "We are also committed to making the house carbon-neutral."

Edwards argued that his house meets top federal efficiency standards because of the careful planning.

"It's the reason we got this five-star energy rating, which is a federal standard," he said. He declined to discuss his monthly bill.

Edwards was in Iowa to tour a biomass energy conversion area where researchers are devising ways of producing energy from renewable sources.

He used the tour as a backdrop to spell out his plan for dealing with the international emergency of global warming, rejecting suggestions that steps such as capping greenhouse gas emissions would dampen the economy.

Instead, he argued, facilities such as the one he toured can spark a new, energy-driven economy.

Edwards later canceled an evening house party in Iowa in order to attend a doctor's appointment with his wife.

"Mrs. Edwards is having a follow-up medical appointment tomorrow to a routine test she had on Monday," the campaign said. "She's had similar follow-ups in the past, and they've all resulted in a clean bill of health, but Senator Edwards has gone with her to these appointments, and he wanted to be with her tomorrow, too."

Elizabeth Edwards has recovered from breast cancer, diagnosed in 2004.
