Primary Campaign 2008

Election Notebook

The purpose of this project is for you to focus on the upcoming primary elections between the candidates vying for party nominations.  The entire project will be due on Monday January 7th, 2008.  Right now it looks like Iowa will have its caucus on January 3rd and  New Hampshire has yet to decide. The state of NH has said it will be no later than January 8th .   Since you are getting this three months before the due date, there should be no problems finishing the project on time.  Some of my students last year  waited until the last minute to work, so the project was not nearly as enjoyable as it could have been.  


Throughout the course of this project, my hope is that you will be able to focus your attention on many of the problems and questions that are important to Americans (according to the news media).  On top of that, I hope that this project might convince some of you to participate in politics and change the face of our nation at some point.  

You will be required to do multiple things for this project, so it is important that you get started quickly and stay organized to finish on time.  You will be searching national/major newspapers, the Internet, news magazines, and other sources for your information.  On the following pages is the grading rubric for this project.  If there are any questions, post them on Moodle in the project forum. I will do my best to answer your question as quickly as possible. 

Your task is to deeply analyze one Republican and one Democratic candidate by following their campaign.  You may choose the candidates that you would like to follow.  I challenge you to pick a lesser known candidate  so you can analyze the effect of money and name recognition on the process.   The rubric takes you through each section that must be completed on the candidate.  

Good luck…and don’t wait until the last minute to begin working on this…

Primary Campaign 2008

GRADING RUBRIC

Title Page and Grade Sheet

Put in the front of your notebook

It should include a few things

1.  Name 

2.  Date

3.  Title of project (Primary Campaign 2008)

4.  Name of candidates

5.  The grade sheet

Candidates and Biography
                       (15 points)

List each Candidate 

Find out biographical information (this does not have to be in paragraph form)

1.  Where they were born

2.  Where they live now

3.  Political offices held

4.  Private and Public sector relevant experience

5.  Past Scandals (if relevant)

6.  Other interesting information

A written report (paragraph form) on why each candidate is qualified or not qualified for the position of President.
Articles on Campaign Issues
(30 points)




MINIMUM of 5 articles per candidate (10 total) 

Please balance your coverage between national and local newspapers, deep and shallow information, and newspaper and magazine journalism.

C.  The Process

1.  choose good articles and cut them out (or print them off)

2.  paste articles on a clean sheet of printer paper (only 1 article per page)

3.  identify the source and date of the article

4.  on a separate sheet of paper, summarize the main points of the article

5.  After you have written the summary paragraph, analyze the article on its objectivity/bias and implications for the primary race.
Political Cartoons
       (15 points)





You must have at least 5 political cartoons dealing with the campaign and/or issues surrounding the campaign.

Paste the cartoon to a clean sheet of typing paper and underneath or on another sheet, explain the meaning of the cartoon and the symbols used in the cartoon itself.
The Issues

(10 points)



List at least 5 issues that each candidate is concentrating on.

For each issue, state each candidate's policy positions. 

Write 1 paragraph per candidate explaining why they choose to concentrate on these issues and how these issues will help differentiate themselves from their competition.  

The Calendar

(10 points)




Using the Washington Post or New York Times website, compile data on where your candidates have been and where they are planning on going.  

Look into who they are speaking with.

Write one paragraph for each candidate explaining why they choose these locations and audiences.  Be sure to include any debates they may be in.
Fund raising (5 points)

A.  Go to  HYPERLINK "http://www.opensecrets.org/pres08/index.asp"http://www.opensecrets.org/pres08/index.asp .  

B.  Record the campaign funding profile of your candidate.

C.  Record which industries support your candidate the most.

D.  Record other interesting donation statistics (demographic, geographic, or economic)     
Election Results (10 points)

A.  Hopefully both the New Hampshire and Iowa elections will have taken place.

B.  For each state report on the results of the election.  Include

1.  Results with percentage of the vote

2.  A paragraph describing how each candidate performed with an explanation of why they finished how they did.

3.  Include a prediction for each candidate's future.

Collection
(5 points)







Contact the campaign and try to get free goodies like stickers, pamphlets, and signs.  Use these to decorate your notebook. 
Mr. Meyer
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