Lord Chesterfield Prompt AP Quiz						Michael Pruess
	In his letter, Lord Chesterfield seeks to advise his son. He begins approaching this goal in a roundabout way, first taking a seemingly defensive attitude and explaining himself. He goes on to give his boy two very important tips, making use of powerful English to ensure that his son heed the advice.
	One might say that the defensive tone and explanatory sentences towards the beginning of the letter are weak and do little in the way of accomplishing Chesterfield's goal of guiding his son. Indeed, it does seem counterintuititive to discredit oneself before giving advice. Chesterfield writes that "the advice of parents ... is ascribed to the moroseness, imperiousness, or the garrulity of old age." I would contend that, weak thought it seems at first glance, it is the perfect set-up for the letter's main goal. It leads directly into the most powerful segment of the letter and, through relativity, amplifies the power of that segment.
	The tone of the piece makes an abrupt about-face after Chesterfield's statement about how unwelcome his advice is. It jumps from almost being self-deprecating to being very commanding and austere. With "I flatter myself...", Chesterfield forces his son to heed his advice, unwelcome or not, because doing otherwise would be letting his father down and failing to meet expectations. Chesterfield is now very much dominating in the interaction between speaker and audience, a very sudden change from a sentence before when he seemed desperate to remain party to the interaction- a sudden change that causes what follows to be all the more strong. From this point on, he lapses back into a more amicable tone on more than one occasion, allowing himself to revert to the commanding in order to strike his points home.
	The second most potent device in Chesterfield's letter is his use of repetition. His reuse of phrases throughout the letter is key to bringing his points home, and is also important in the construction of the aforementioned tone. His letter would be easier disregarded if not for the double "I flatter myself", a phrase that, when repeated, adds a hint of restlessness to the tone, keeping the reader engaged and hammering out his commands. Later on, he repeats "I do not ... hint to you" in order to very convincingly deliver his first point of advice. Finally, the seemingly endless use of permutations of "excel" in the second paragraph results in imprinting the advice- to excel- in the reader's mind. 
	It is clear from the way in which Chesterfield uses the English language to present himself that he plans on beingn successful in guiding his son. It is also highly likely, judging from his expert use of tone and repetition and how compelling these make his argument, that his son will follow his advice.


------



I'd just like to say "wow", because I realized only today while reviewing the prompt that I completely missed the point of the essay. I didn't write at all about Chesterfield's values (though from what I did say, I suppose a could amount could be surmised) and, truth be told, I didn't realize we were supposed to. I came home Thursday thinking to myself that we had just written essays about the writing in the letter, and that I had done pretty much what everyone else had done.
Well, I hadn't, so that clearly brings my grade down a couple notches. However, I did the soaps and made an outline, and feel as though I managed my structure and time much better this time around- as I see it the essay is decently built.

I'd rate it a 5, a couple steps down from the seven we were handed as it doesn't manage to discuss values, but above the three we were shown as it is more or less sound.
