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	In his passage regarding the visions of George Orwell and Aldous Huxley, Neil Postman presents the differences between the two and asserts that Huxley's is more relevant than Orwell's. Though his use of isocolon (that is, phrases of equal length and corresponding structure), he contrasts the two visions, making clear how close they are to being opposites. They both result in oppression, but as Postman says, "Orwell feared that what we hate will ruin us. Huxley feared that what we love will ruin us." Postman argues that Huxley's vision turned out more relevant, or "correct", while Orwell's (by nature of being the opposite) turned out to be incorrect. Examining society today, I would challenge Postman's assertion, claiming that the future portrayed in Orwell's book 1984 is frighteningly close to the present that we live in.
	If one were to judge the accuracy of the two sets of predictions based on the state of the world, then no, Postman isn't mistaken, at least not when it comes to judging 1984 and Huxley's book, Brave New World, at face value. Were "1984" the predicted date by which Orwell's future would have become reality, then yes, his vision missed the mark. However there is more to his book- and to Huxley's- than the title. I would contend that "1984" is merely a place marker designed to make the message more relevant. The point is not 1984, it is the future itself. And Orwell's future has come a long way in making itself come true.
	"We were keeping our eye on 1984," writes Postman. Perhaps we should have kept our eyes on 1985 as well, and '86, '87, and '88 as well, for had be remained vigilant, Orwell's future would have postponed itself indefinitely. Here we live in the United States of America with a leader who, like Big Brother, seeks to control our lives. We are wire-tapped, our e-mails are tracked, and we are watched at every traffic light by surveillance cameras. This is the telescreen that adorned every wall of Oceania. This is 1984.
	We have not yet reached Orwell's future. The enemies of our "Big Brother", President George W. Bush, have not yet started to disappear. Foreigners are still able to to come and go, albeit with difficulty. I say we have not yet reached Orwell's future, and this is perhaps thanks to Postman's "thoughtful Americans", but we are on target. The government can make its citizens disappear, with no court having jurisdiction over the case. If Mr. Smith is picked up by government official, Mrs. Smith cannot find out where he has gone. To be tortured, no doubt, just as our unfortunate protagonist in 1984.
	We do not yet have minispeak nor a clear division between "prole" and those above them, but undoubtedly we will come to have these things. The truth is being concealed, we are being oppressed, and we are being held captive. Orwell's future has become everything but reality, and what we hate- lack of freedom- has begun to ruin us.
