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	The first thing that jumped out at me when I read the Gettysburg Address was not the low word count. It wasn't the unusual way of saying eighty-seven that leads into the speed. It was the word consecrate. It's not a word that I hear often, and it struck me as a very... strong word. It's not just "dedicate", it's the act of proclaiming ground holy, sacred. Perhaps this is a misunderstanding on my part that revolves around the customs of the time, but to use such a strong word for simply honoring the dead and what they've done seemed  too much to me. The word consecrate was my bridge into the speech, because it helped me understand that there's more to this than one man droning about the sacrifice of some large number of soldiers.
	Consecrate leads directly into hallow- they're in the same sentence, even- and from there I looked more closely at the diction. This is when the word count struck me. The whole speech is 285 words, and with that few, every one counts. Lincoln clearly recognized this as he constructed the Gettysburg Address. Scrutinizing the document, there isn't a word out of place. This indicates impeccable syntax, as well- that every sentence was structured in the most suitable manner. Repetition is also employed; we see diacope in the last sentence in "government of the people... by the people... for the people". Its use is as masterful as the diction's use, helping to pound the speaker's point into the audience. The people.
	Yet, simply analyzing the brilliance of the piece doesn't really mean anything. Using terms learned in class and finding their role is just question-answering. What I think is important- and, once again, it may simply be due to my ignorance- is that word "consecrate". The Gettysburg Address is above dedication. It's above creating a memorial. The speaker states that he cannot dedicate, consecrate, or hallow the ground in question, yet it seems to me as though the simple usage of words here "consecrates" the ground much better than any other speech could. The words "unfinished work" and "great task remaining" imply that the speaker is trying to do something else other than consecrate the ground. But this isn't instead of consecration. If anything it's in addition to. The speaker humbles himself with the self-proclaimed inability to dedicate, consecrate, or hallow the ground, yet who he is, what he's saying, and how he speaks of the dead clearly indicate that he is doing his darnedest to ensure that the ground is properly consecrated. In the end, the things he says initially combine with his closing thoughts to demonstrate that his only thought is the proper consecration of the ground. The honoring of the dead there. He doesn't want their efforts to go to waste, so that some time perhaps their graves would be truly hallowed. And in expressing this in the manner in which he does, using the word consecrate and other such powerful words, the speaker dedicates the memorial beautifully.
