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	The main reason for any negative connotations of "taxes" is that many people either associate them with the tithes of feudal monarchies or are unhappy with what their taxes are being used for. The first group is merely poorly informed, and need only consider for a moment the function of the government. The government funds scientific research, it hires people to enforce order, it provides social security, and more. The money for this doesn't come out of nowhere—it comes from the money of taxpayers. There are those who believe that the taxes they pay go to the government and stop there, but they don't. The money keeps flowing. One need only ask those who believe otherwise, "where does the government get the money to do ...?" and rightfully they should realize that their point of view is wrong. That other group, that which is displeased with how their taxes are being used, is vindicated by the evils of war, wars that are paid for by the people of the country via taxes.
	If taxes only went to pursuits that each individual taxpayer approved of, no taxes would ever be spent. The variety of opinions from one person to the next is too great. If one person doesn't want to pay for more schools to be funded, and if consequently no one pays for more schools, then there would be no more schools. There will always be at least one person who will disapprove of each thing tax money is currently used for, and if the government tried to make the people happy by only taxing in order to provide the services the people want it would have a hard time taxing at all. One of its main purposes would disappear, but not because the people don't need it. Taxation and government services have been crucial in keeping the country's economy afloat in history, especially around the Great Depression with FDR's second New Deal. The clear answer is to continue taxing regardless of people's disapproval, but a better solution than that can be attained.
	Let the individuals choose what they're paying for when they're paying taxes. The government should raise taxes such that everyone pays a hefty sum, and in such a way that the disgustingly wealthy are taxed more than most, and then each taxpayer should fill out a form explaining where they want their taxes to go. There could be choices like "education," "social security," "science," "defense," or maybe even "national debt," allowing the taxpayer to make the decision to give his or her money not to any services he or she would like to receive, but rather to the government to pay off any national debt that may exist. Finally, should people not wish to be bothered, they should be allowed to choose to have the government make those decisions for them, essentially making the above system no more work or trouble for the taxpayer than taxes are right now.
	In this way, not only will taxpayers know where their money is going, but they will also have some say as to what they're supporting. If someone wants war, they check the box for "defense." If someone does not want war, they don't check the box. It's simple and allows the government to raise the taxes without too much objection—after all, you the taxpayer can just think of it as buying some things you like.

